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Standing Orders of The Honourable 

The House of Assembly of Barbados- 

(These Standing Orders are made under the 
Constitution of  Barbados, (Section 50(1), which is the 
Schedule to  THE BARBADOS INDEPENDENCE 
ORDER, 1966, and may be cited as the HOUSE OF 
ASSEMBLY STANDING ORDERS, 1973). 

1 .  OATH OF ALLEGIANCE AND DECLARATlON 

OF QUALIIFKATION 
* 

1. Every person elected a Member of the House of 

Assembly shall, before sitting or voting therein, make 
and sign the declaration of qualification, and shall take 
the oath of  allegiance in accordance with the 
Representation of  the People Act, 1971-15, Section 62. 

2. A member who was elected at a General Election 
and did not  attend to  be sworn in along with the other 
Members a t  or  before the opening of  Parliament, and a 
member elected to  fill a vacancy occurring during 
Parliament, must, obtain froin the Clerk of the Cabinet a 



certificate in writing of his election and of his having 
been sworn in before His Excellency the 
Governor-General and Cabinet, and the certificate being 
delivered to  the Speaker and read to the House, the 
Member may take his seat if he has made and signed the 
declaration of qualification as required by paragraph 1 
hereof. 

2. ELECTION OF SPEAKER 

1. At the beginning of each Parliament, and before 
the House proceeds to the despatch of any other 
business, the Clerk, when so directed by His Excellency 
the Governor-General, shall inform the House of His 
Excellency's desire that the House shall elect a Speaker. 

2. If the office of Speaker becomes vacant during 
the continuance of a Parliament, the House, on being 
acquainted by a Minister of the Crown that His 
Excellency the Governor-General gives leave t o  the 
House to proceed forthwith to the choice of a new 
Speaker, shall then proceed to the election of a Speaker 
accordingly. 

3. A Member, having first ascertained that the 
Member to be proposed is willing to serve if elected 
may, rising in his place and addressing himself to the 
Clerk, propose that any other Member "do take the 
Chair of this House as Speaker." 1f that proposal is 
seconded, and no other Member is proposed for the 

office, the Member proposed shall be called by the 
House to  the Chair without any question being put. 

4. 1f more than one Member is proposed and 
seconded, the Clerk shall propose the question that the 
Member first proposed do take the Chair of the House 
as Speaker. 

5. A debate may thereafter take place, the Clerk 
continuing to act as presiding officer. When the debate 
is closed the Clerk shall put the question that the 
Member first proposed do take the Chair of the House. 

6 .  If a majority of Members voting is not in 
favour of the Member first proposed, the Clerk shall put 
the same question in respect of each of the other 
Members in the Order in which they were proposed 
until the question is carried in favour of one of them. 

7. The Clerk shall declare the result of the 
election and thereupon the Speaker-elect shall take the 
Chair of the House, subject to His Excellency's 
approbation of his election. 

3. ELECTION OF DEPUTY SPEAKER 

1. As soon as the Speaker has been elected, the 
House shall proceed to  the election of a Member to be 
Deputy Speaker of the House. 

2. If the office of Deputy Speaker shall fall 
vacant at any time during a Parliament the House shall 
elect another Memberto that office. 



3. The election of Deputy Speaker shall be 
conducted in a similar manner to the election of the 
Speaker save that the Speaker shall preside over the 
election. 

4. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES 

1. As soon as the Deputy Speaker has been 
elected, the House shall proceed to the elcctio~l of a 
Member to be Chairman of Committees. 

2. I f  the Office of Chairman of Committees shall 
fall vacant at any time during a Parliament, the House 
shall elect another member to that office. 

3. The election of Chairman of Committees shall 
be conducted in a similar manner to the election of the 
Deputy Speaker. 

5. PRESIDING IN THE HOUSE AND 
IN COMMITTEE 

1. When the Speaker's absence is announced by 
the clerk-at-the-Table, the Deputy Speaker shall take 
the Chair of the House and shall be invested with all the 
powers of the Speaker until the presence of the Speaker 
is announced by the Clerk or until the next sitting of 
the House, whichever shall first occur. 

2. The Deputy Speaker may at  any time, at  the 
request or invitation of the Speaker, take the Chair 

temporarily without formal communication to the 
House. 

3. Whenever the absence of both the Speaker and 
the Deputy Speaker is announced by the Clerk, the 
House shall, by motion, elect a Member then present to 
take the Chair. Such Member shall be invested with all 
the powers of the Speaker until the presence of the 
Speaker or Deputy Speaker is announced by the Clerk 
or until the end of the sitting, whichever shall first 
occur. 

4. The Chairman of Committees shall preside 
over all Committees of the whole House. 

5. In the absence of the Chairman, the House 
may elect any Member then present to act as Chairman 
of Committees. 

6 .  Save as otherwise provided in these Standing 
Orders, the Deputy Speaker or other Member presiding 
shall have all the authority and power of the Speaker 
when presiding or otherwise performing the functions of 
the Speaker. 

7. The Speaker in the House and the Chairman in 
Committee shall have power to regulate the conduct of 
business in all matters not provided for in these 
Standing Orders. 

a 8. A Member who is a Minister, Parliamentary 
Secretary or the Leader of the Opposition shall not, 



while he holds such office, be eligible for election as 
Speaker, Deputy Speaker, Chairman of Committees or 
under paragraph 3 or 5 of this Standing Order. 

6. SlTTlNGS OF THE HOUSE 

1. The first sitting of every Session shall be on 
such day and at such hour as His Excellency the 
Governor-General shall appoint. 

2. After the first sitting, unless the House 
otherwise decides, the House shall meet on every 
Tuesday at 1 2  o'clock noon, and, unless previously 
adjourned, shall meet until 9.30 p m .  

3. At 2.00 p.m., Mr. Speaker shall suspend the 
sitting until 2.45 p.m. and at 7 p.m., he shall suspend the 
sitting until 8.00 p.m. provided that if; in his opinion, 
the business of the House could be concluded by a short 
postponement of the suspension, he may suspend the 
sitting at 2.10 p.m. or 7.10 p.m. respectively. 

4. At 9.00 p.m. hereinafter referred to in these 
Orders as 'the moment of interruption', the Speaker 
shall interrupt the business under discussion. If the 
House is in Committee at that time, the Chairman shall 
interrupt the business and shall leave the Chair 
forthwith to  report progress to the House and ask its 
leave to sit again. Any other business, if unopposed, 
shall then be disposed of, and the Order Paper for the 
next sitting fixed. 

5. Any .business which, when called during the 
time of unopposed business, is objected to  by a Member 
shall not be proceeded with, but shdl stand over until 
the next meeting of the House in the place in which it 
shall be fixed upon the fixing of the Order Paper. 

6 .  Until 9.30 p.m. the House shall not adjourn 
unless a motion to  that effect has been carried. 

7. At 9.30 p.m. notwithstanding that there may be 
business under discussion, the Speaker shall adjourn the 
House without question put. 

8. A motion may be made by a Minister, after 
notice, at the commencement of public business, to the 
effect that the proceedings on any specified business be 
exempted from the provisions of this Order, and if such 
motion is agreed to, the business so specified shall not 
be interrupted at 9.00 p.m. and may be entered upon 
at any hour though opposed. 

9. If, during an adjournment of the House, it is 
represented t o  the-speaker by a Minister that the public 
interest requires that the House should meet on an 
earlier day than that to which the House stands adjourned, 
the Speaker, if he is satisfied that the public interest 
does so require, may give notice accordingly and the 
House shall meet at the time stated in such notice. The 
business set down for that day shall be appointed by the 
Government and notice thereof shall be circulated not 
later than the time of meeting. 



7. DUTIES OF THE CLERK 

1. The Clerk shall keep Minutes of Proceedings of 

6.  The Clerk shall be responsible for preparing 
for each sitting an Order Paper containing the business 
for that sitting. 

the House and of Committees of the whole House, and 7. The Clerk shall cause t o  be circulated to each 
shall circulate a copy of such Minutes as soon as ~ossible Member the Order Paper so prepared in respect of each 
after each sitting of the House. 

sitting of the House. 

2. The Minutes shall record the names of 
Members attending, and all orders and Resolutions of 
the House. They shall be signed by the Speaker. 

3. In the case of divisions of the House or of a 
Committee of the whole House, the Minutes shall 
include the number voting for and against the question 
and the names of Members so voting. 

4. The Clerk shall prepare from day to  day, and 
keep on the Table of the House or in the office of the 
Clerk, an Order Book showing all business appointed for 
any future day, and any notices of questions or motions 
which have been put down for a future day or the 
appropriate day, or if no particular day has been 
selected, for an early day. The Order Book shall be open 
to the inspection of Members at all reasonable hours. 

5. The Clerk shall be responsible for the custody 
of the votes and proceedings, records, bills and other 
documents laid before the House, which shall be open 
to  inspection by Members of the House and other 
persons under such arrangements as may be sanctioned 
by the Speaker. 

8. The Clerk shall execute such functions and 
duties as are allotted t o  him by the Parliament (Debates 
and Establishment) Act, Cap. 10 or  any other Act or 
these Standing Orders. 

8. LANGUAGE 

1. The proceedings and debates of the House and 
its Committees shall be in the English language. 

2. All papers, petitions or other documents 
submitted or presented for consideration by the House 
or a Committee of the House shall be written in the 
English language or accompanied by an English 
translation certified by the Member presenting it to be 
correct. 

9. QUORUM 

1. A quorum of the House and of a Committee 
of the whole House shall consist of nine Members 
including the Member presiding. 



2. If at the time of sitting, a quorum is ncrt 
present, the Speaker shall not take the Chair of the 
House. 

3. If after a quarter of an hour, no quorum is 
present, or if at any time during a sitting, any member 
draws the attention of the Speaker in the House or of 
the Chairman in Committee of the whole House to  the 
fact that a quorum is not present, a bell shall be rung by 
the Clerk at the direction of the officer presiding to 
summon Members to  the Chamber. 

4. If the Speaker is then presiding, he shall, after 
the expiration of two minutes, count the House. If a 
quorum is not then present, he shall adjourn the House 
without question put. 

5. If the Chairman is then presiding in 
Committee of the whole House, he shall, after the 
expiration of two minutes, count the Committee. If a 
quorum is not then present, he shall leave the Chair, the 
House shall be resumed and the Speaker shall count the 
House. 1f a quorum is then present, the House shall 
again resolve itself into Committee; but if a quorum is 
not then present, the Speaker shall adjourn the House 
without question put. 

10. ORDER O F  BUSINESS 

Unless the House otherwise directs, the 
business of each sitting day shall be transacted in the 
following order:- 

(a) Formal entry of His Honour the 
Speaker. 

(b) Prayers. 

(c) Announcements by His Honour the 
Speaker. 

(d) Messages from His Excellency the 
 overn nor-General. 

(e) Petitions. 

( f )  Papers. 

(g) Government Notices. 

(h) Private Members' Notices. 

(i) Notices of Questions. 

(j) Reports from Select Committees. 

(k) First readings of Bills. 

(1) Statements by Ministers. 

(m) Congratulatory and /or obituary 
speeches. 

(n) Personal Explanations. 

(0) Motions for leave of absence. 

(p) Oral replies to questions. 



it comes, the number of signatures attached to  it and 
(q) Notices of motions for the adjournment 

the material allegations contained in it, and to  reading 
of the House on matters of urgent 

the prayer of the Petition. 
public importance. 

(r) Orders of the day. 

11 .  MESSAGES FROM HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

1. Whenever the House has been informed that 
His Excellency the Governor-General will be present in 
the Senate Chamber on a specified date, then on that 
day no motion for the adjournment of the House shall 
be made before the time for which the 
Governor-General's arrival has been notified, and the 
House shall not be adjourned for lack of a quorum 
before that time. 

2. A Message from His Excellency the 
Governor-General may be brought up at any time before 
the commencement or at the close of public business, 
and shall, as the House may determine, be considered 
forthwith or on a future day. 

12. PETITIONS 

1. A Petition must be presented to  the House by 
a Member, and must show on its face the name of the 
Member by whom it is presented. 

3. In the case of a Petition complaining of a 
present personal grievance for which there may be 
necessity for providing an immediate remedy, the 
matter contained in the Petition may be brought into 
discussion on a motion following the presentation 
thereof. 

4. All other Petitions shall be ordered, without 
question put, t o  lie upon the Table. 

5. No Member may present to the House a 
Petition to  which he is a signatory. 

2. A Member presenting a Petition shall confine 
himself to  a brief statement of the persons from whom 

12 

6 .  No Petition shall be presented to  the House 
unless i t  has been endorsed by the Clerk as being in 
accordance with the following rules:- 

(a) Every Petition shall be properly 
addressed to the House, shall be 
respectful, decorous and temperate in 
its language, and shall conclude with a 
prayer setting forth the general object 
of the Petition, or the nature of the 
relief sought. 

(b) Every Petition shall be written, printed, 
typewritten or lithographed and must 

13 
























































































